
SACRED MUSIC FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
HOLY TRINITY PARISH, WEBSTER COUNTY, IOWA 

 

The Marriage Rite is a Sacrament of the Church, a solemn exchange of vows between a bride and 

a groom, and an act of worship through which the community offers thanks and praise for God’s 

blessings on the couple’s life together as husband and wife. Sacred music is sung prayer; put 

simply, music that has been created in petition or thanks to God.  All of the music before, during 

and after the wedding liturgy reflects on the Christian meaning of the Rite.  Therefore, all music 

must conform to the Sacred Music policy of the Diocese of Sioux City and be taken from the 

treasury of sacred repertoire.  

Musical Components At Weddings 

Please note: The services of a cantor and pianist are required for both forms of the Sacrament of 

Marriage (Within Mass and Outside of Mass). We are happy to discuss ideas for additional 

musicians such as strings, trumpet and other instrumentalists.  

A. Prelude Music  

The arrival of your wedding guests may be accompanied by instrumental and prayerful 

piano music. Appropriate Sacred Music vocal pieces are permitted as well. 

B. Processional Music (Instrumental) 

 
The procession is a liturgical action described in the Rite of Marriage, as the ritual entrance 

of the ministers for the liturgy. The couple, who minister to one another the sacrament of 

marriage, is included in the procession. This also reflects the Church’s understanding that 

the bride and groom are complementary in marriage. The actual order of the procession 

may be planned with the presiding priest or deacon. The procession and the music 

accompanying it should reflect the joyous dignity of the moment. Many appropriate 

selections were originally composed for royal or state, as well as religious occasions.  

 Some Examples are (but not limited to): 

-“Canon”-Johann Pachelbel, “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring,”-J.S. Bach, “Trumpet 

Voluntary”-Jeremiah Clarke, “Rigaudon”-George Boehm, “Trumpet Voluntary”-

John Stanley 

Or 

Processional Hymn (Sung) 
On Sunday, the opening hymn acts as the “processional music”, and an opening hymn can 

accompany a wedding procession in place of the selections above.  



Some Examples are (but not limited to): 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,”  “All Creatures of Our God and King,” “Joyful, Joyful, 

We Adore Thee,” “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven,” “O God, Beyond All Praising” 

For questions on the appropriateness of a piece please direct questions to the Director of 

Sacred Music for Holy Trinity Parish. 

C. Gloria in Excelsis (Gloria-at the Nuptial Mass only) 

-It is required that the Gloria be Sung at the Nuptial Mass.  The Musical Setting of the 

Gloria is determined by the Liturgical Season the Wedding Mass takes place in.  (see 

below) 

D. Responsorial Psalm (it is required for the Responsorial Psalm to be sung) 

 
A brief period of reflective silence follows the first reading, then, the responsorial psalm is sung. 

The congregation sings the antiphon, with the Psalmist/Cantor singing the verses.  

Psalm 33, Psalm 34, Psalm 103, Psalm 145, Psalm 148, or Psalm 118 (during Easter Octave)  

E. the Gospel Acclamation (it is required for the “Alleluia” to be Sung) 

It is required for the Gospel Acclamation, “Alleluia” to be sung with the appropriate 

corresponding verse for the Gospel Reading.  

F. Preparation of the Altar and Gifts (Nuptial Mass) 

An instrumental or vocal selection or a congregational hymn may accompany the 

Preparation of the Altar and Gifts. The music used here should not overly prolong this 

brief component of the liturgy.  

 Some Examples of Appropriate Music are (but not limited to): 

-“Appropriate Sacred Instrumental Piece,” “Make Me A Channel of Your Peace,” “Love 

Divine, All Loves Excelling”  

G. Eucharistic Acclamations 

-The Eucharistic Acclamations (Holy, Holy, Holy, Mystery of Faith, Amen and Lamb of 

God) shall be sung.  The Musical Setting of the Eucharistic Acclamations will be the same 

setting as is used in the Gloria.  The Musical setting is determined by the Liturgical Season 

the Nuptial Mass occurs within. (See below) 

 



H. Communion Music (at Nuptial Masses) 

 
Congregational singing is appropriate here because it gives expression to our unity in the 

Body of Christ. Preferably a Hymn with repeated refrain for the congregation should be 

sung. A suitable vocal or instrumental solo or a choral piece may also be used here.  

Some Examples are (but not limited to) 

-“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, “Taste and See,” “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” 

“Panis Angelicus,” “the Supper of the Lord” 

G. Recessional Music (Instrumental) 

 Some Examples are (but not limited to): 

-G. F. Handel – Hornpipe (from Water Music), G. F. Handel – The Rejoicing 

(from Royal Fireworks Music) Jacques Lemmens – Fanfare, Henry Purcell – 

Trumpet Tune, Benedetto Marcello – Psalm 19,  “Trumpet Voluntary”-Jeremiah 

Clarke, “Rigaudon”-George Boehm, “Trumpet Voluntary”-John Stanley 

Honored to be a part of your wedding liturgy, the Director of Sacred Music, is always happy to 

answer any questions or help you in your planning.  

 

*The two principal Mass Settings used at Nuptial Masses are: 

 “The Heritage Mass Setting”-Owen Alstott (Advent, Lent & Ordinary Time) 

 “The Community Mass Setting”-Richard Proulx (Christmas & Easter Seasons) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


